
The High School 

Demo Room!

Jaimee Taborda

Art Teacher at Oxford HS

Oxford, Massachusetts

jtaborda@oxps.org

Pam Ehrenreich

Art Department Chair, Chesapeake HS

Baltimore, Maryland

pehrenreich@bcps.org



Age
✘ 3 na  =Bo t p , s i l 

bu r , wo s s
✘ Wha  r  – Ja m e
✘ Wha  k  – Pam
✘ Stu  Ti



Postmodern Art Principle: 
Layering

 Presented by Jaimee Taborda
Art Teacher at Oxford High School, 

Oxford, Massachusetts

Workshop 
aka Skillbuilder



Do now: 
1. Title a sketchbook 

page LAYERING 
Workshop

2. Analyze the image.
3. Write your answers 

to these questions: 
a. What do you 

notice? 
b. What do you 

wonder?

Ellen Gallagher, Ark, 2014

https://www.artsy.net/artwork/ellen-gallagher-pompbang


Postmodern Art Principle: Layering
Essential Question: How do contemporary artists use layering in their work?

AGENDA:
1. Do now: Artwork Analysis
2. Intro to the Postmodern Art 

Principle: Layering 
3. Demo: Layering Techniques
4. Practice: Create a 5” x 7” 

experimental piece that employs 
different layering techniques

You will have two days to explore 
layering.

OBJECTIVES:

✓ I can explore layering by 
investigating new techniques in 
an experimental art piece.

✓ I can incorporate layering into 
my work using a variety of 
different methods.



“

”

"As images become cheap and plentiful, they are no longer treated as precious 
and placed carefully side by side, but instead are often literally piled on top of 
each other. Layered imagery evoking the complexity of the unconscious mind is 
a familiar strategy of Surrealist art and of early experimental approaches to 
photography. In postmodern works by artists, the strategy evokes the layered 
complexity of contemporary cultural life (Fox, 1987; Grosenick, 2001)."

(Postmodern Art Principles by Olivia Gude)

https://naea.digication.com/omg/Postmodern_Principles


Cut Paper (and Printmaking)
Swoon, Anthropocene Extinction, Temporary 
Installation at ICA Boston, 2011



Altered Photo
Sarah Anne 
Johnson, Party 
Boat, 2011, 
Scratched 
Chromogenic 
Print, 
Photospotting 
and Acrylic Inks, 
Gouache and 
Marker

“I do this to create a more honest image,” she says. “To show not just what I saw, but how I 
feel about what I saw.” -Sarah Anne Johnson about manipulating her photos

http://sarahannejohnson.ca/works/arctic-wonderland/


Stitching (and Collage)
Jaimee Taborda, Sacred Pool, 2016, Mixed 
Media Collage with Bible Pages, Gold Paper, 
and Thread



Layering Options

● Stencils
● Stamps
● Stitching
● Altered Photos
● Photo Transfer
● Collage

○ Cut Paper
○ Tissue Paper
○ Duralar
○ Magazine
○ Newspaper
○ Prints

What kind of tools can you use to cut into or puncture 
your paper? How does the type of paper that you use 
respond differently to being cut? What if you create 
layers of paper? How can you combine 
techniques/media?



Photo Transfer Techniques 
(Images must come from newspaper, magazine, laserjet print, toner copies)

Clear Tape/Sticky Paper 
-Stick tape to image 
-Burnish (Press hard to remove 
air bubbles and adhere ink to 
tape)
-Add water to back of paper and 
remove with finger

*The tape will still be sticky, so 
be careful where you put it on 
your artwork. Also, the tape will 
remain shiny so keep that in 
mind when choosing the 
technique that will work best for 
you.

Citrasolv
-For best results, apply thin, even 
layer of gesso. Allow to dry. (You 
can also print on fabric or wood).
-Place the image face down in 
desired location. Hold firmly in 
place.
-Dab a small amount of citrasolv 
over back of image. Be careful as 
too much will make image bleed.
-Burnish (Press to remove air 
bubbles)
-Remove paper to reveal image 
transfer.
*Image will be reversed 

Matte Medium/Gesso
-Apply thin, even layer of matte 
medium or gesso
-While the medium is still wet, 
place the image face down in 
desired location
-Burnish (Press hard to remove 
air bubbles and adhere ink to 
medium)
-When the medium is dry, peel 
as much of the paper away as 
you can. Then add water to 
back of paper and rub with 
finger 
*Image will be reversed 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayi8LdHyosA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iI_KtBccdds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGkuTLhB4pg
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Studio Time

✘ Cho  o r h
○ Tr  ay g o k p
○ Tr  ri m g at  

ro on
○ Tr  ix  di  l  u l   

(2D or 3D)
○ Ex or   s u  & c e
○ Tal  r  i -de h h J i  

or P


